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In a region where its Agriculture Sector is wrought with 
varied circumstances every year, its pieces (sub-sectors) 
remain   intact  and  firm. Thus,   this  year’s  theme, 
“AGRICULTURE     IS    A   PUZZLE,  EVERY   
INTERVENTION    IS   A  PIECE”,    highlights    the                
importance of every contribution of our partners and    
other  commodity  industry  value chain players  towards  
the  Cagayan  Valley Region’s economic growth.

The farmer in the image represents the whole of our 
society.   As   the   backbone   of  the  economy,  every  
intervention - the   pieces   that  make up the puzzle - 
matter most to them.

As the government’s arm in agricultural development in 
the region, the Department of Agriculture Regional Field 
Office No. 02 swears to continuously strive to be better 
and more responsive and hopes to paint smiles on the 
faces of the people it stands for, the farmers, one at a 
time until the puzzle unfolds.

A B O U T  T H E  C O V E R
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The   Department   is   the   government    agency 
responsible for  the   promotion   of   agricultural  
development by  providing   the   policy   framework, 
public      investments,     and    support    services    
needed   for    domestic     and   export-oriented   
business   enterprises.

In   the  fulfillment of this mandate, it shall be the 
primary concern of the Department to improve  
farm income and to generate work opportunities 
for  farmers, fishermen, and  other rural workers. 
It   shall  encourage  people’s  participation  in 
agricultural    development    through   sectoral  
representation   in   agricultural  policy-making  
bodies  so  that  the policies, plans, and programs 
of the Department are formulated and executed to 
satisfy their needs.

It  shall  also  use  a  bottom-up  self-reliant farm 
system  approach  that  will  emphasize   social  
justice, equity, productivity, and sustainability in 
the use of agricultural resources.

A  food-secure  and  resilient  Cagayan  Valley with 
prosperous farmers and fisherfolk.

To  collectively  empower  farmers  and fisherfolk 
and  the  private sector to increase  agricultural  
productivity  and profitability, taking  into  account 
sustainability and resilience.

Mandate

Vision

Mission
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The   2022  storyline  of  the  Cagayan  Valley Region’s  agriculture  sector unveils 
numerous success stories of our farmer-beneficiaries and transformative strategies 
devised to expedite the delivery of our products and services.

This year, the region was inevitably confronted with various challenges. However, 
geared by the mantra of attaining “Masaganing Ani at Mataas na Kita”, DA RFO 02 
managed  to  stay  firm  and  magnified its commitment to boost the region’s economy. 

This    was   more   exemplified   through   the   distribution   of   seeds,   agricultural  
machineries,    equipment,  facilities, and  construction of irrigation services which 

catered  a  total  of  474,935  farmer-individuals  and  652  groups. These   beneficiaries   rated  the  delivery  of projects or 
interventions to be at 100% in terms of satisfaction and timeliness criteria. 

Under the Production Support Services (PSS), a total of 8,014,225.97 kilograms of seeds, 4,167,960 kilograms of planting 
materials, 1,199,787 bags of social ameliorants, 161  animals, 5,973  semen straws, 556, 500 units of drugs, biologics, 
and vaccines, and 16,020 farm supplies were distributed in the region to increase productivity and the level of crops, live-
stock, and poultry production. Under the Extension Support, Education, and Training Services (ESETS), there were 33 various 
trainings conducted wherein a total of 1,581 farmers and Agricultural  Extension Workers (AEWs) were capacitated. Under 
the Agricultural Machineries, Equipment, and Facilities Support Services (AMEFSS), there were 55 agricultural machineries 
and equipment distributed to reduce production cost, minimize post-harvest losses, and increase the value of agricultural 
commodities. Under the Irrigation Network Services (INS), a total of 440-hectare service area was generated from the con-
structed 90 units irrigation network.

Furthermore, the  promotion  and  adoption of various R4D technologies or innovations promptly addressed crop failures 
and damage during the occurrence of weather-related events, climate phenomena, disease outbreaks, and new plant pests 
and animal diseases. 

The  increasing quantity of requested assistance for Biological Control Agents (BCAs) by our Farmers Cooperatives and 
Associations (FCAs) and Local Government Units (LGUs) revealed the technologies’ high acceptance for balanced pesticide 
use strategy. This supports the production of pesticide-residue safe fresh farm products which was pioneered in the region.

The   effective  regulatory  transboundary  disease  management   was  realized   through  the  continuous  issuance  of  
certificates for African Swine Fever (ASF) zone  upgrading  from  Red (infected)  to  Pink  (buffer)  and stringent monitoring of 
our borders. The marketing support and partnerships were further strengthened.

These  are just few of the several results of teamwork approach in project, program, and/or activity (PPA) implementation. 
Indeed, the outstanding  performance  of  the  DA RFO 02  is  attributed  to  the  collective effort of all our partners and other 
commodity industry value chain players.

May the narratives of victories embedded between the pages of this report inspire us to cultivate more of our agricultural 
lands  and  more  of  our spirit of service-orientedness to persistently ensure a food-secure and resilient Philippines with 
empowered farmers and fishers. 

Let us take a look at what we have grown through what we have gone throughout the year 2022 and pursue our call in the 
years ahead as we continually DAre to soar!

Message

NARCISO A. EDILLO, M.A.Ed.
Regional Executive Director
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The Field is Filled
In 2022, the field was filled for crop production. The agricultural land of the region had an area devoted to rice and corn 
of more than 50% and 34%, respectively. The traces left by the Covid-19 pandemic, disease outbreaks on crops 
and livestock, and natural calamities had posed challenges in the 2022 agriculture sector performance of the Cagayan 
Valley Region. Despite these arising concerns, the region’s economy grew by 8.0%, exceeding the 5.1% growth in 
2021 and growth target of 5.8% to 6.8% for 2023. Our growth rate was higher than the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) growth rate of 7.6%. 

The Cagayan Valley Region was the sixth (6th) fastest growing region in the country. The region’s 
GDP at constant 2018 prices grew from Php389.9 billion in 2021 to Php421.1 billion in 2022. The Agriculture, 
Industry, and Service Sectors all registered growth in this year. The Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing (AFF) Sector 
which accounted 27.9% of the economy grew by 0.5%. The main growth drivers were crop production and support 
activities, fishing, and aquaculture. 

In September 2022, the Cagayan Valley Region notched another commodity identity as Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya was 
dubbed as the “Citrus Capital of Luzon”. The region strived to retain its other commodity titles in the entire 
Philippines such as the Corn Capital (City of Ilagan, Isabela) with a total production of 1,960,108.42 MT and 
2nd Rank Rice Producer breaking the record for the past 15 years with a total production of 2,928,165.70 MT. 
The  region  contributed 23.7% and 14.8% to the country’s overall corn and palay production, respectively. Cagay-
an Valley was also known as the Peanut Capital (Enrile, Cagayan) with a total production of 3,296.83 MT in 
2,382.35 hectares and Mungbean Capital (San Mateo, Isabela) with a total production of 6,195.95 MT 
in 13,861.90 hectares. 

To  maximize  the  region’s  comparative  advantage in terms of production in both volume and area, major staples 
exceeded 100% sufficiency level such as rice (294.98%), white corn (313.02%), cassava (235.11%), 
taro/gabi (144.77%), bottle gourd/upo (110.07%), squash fruit (168.12%), banana-sa-
ba (400.49%), pineapple (501.73%), mango (353.38), duck egg (377.92%), chicken meat 
(127.57%), beef (262.99%), carabeef (342.16%), and chevon (26.95%).

As one of the major grain producers and as part of the movement in addressing food sufficiency in the Philippines, the 
region remained as a reliable local exporter of rice, corn, and other commodities to other regions. 
The DA Cagayan Valley constantly creates transformative strategies in addressing agricultural productivity, profitability, 
and food safety. The National Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization and Industrialization Plan (NAFMIP) 2021-2030 
served as the region’s guide on how to (1) diversify incomes and employment of smallholder farmers and fisherfolk; 
(2) articulate the often underrated and implicitly-defined role of urban and agropolitan (peri-urban) areas in agrifishery 
growth; (3) optimize synergistic impacts using a spatial framework to geographically focus investments; and (4) match 
the supply and demand for nutritious food based on safe and balanced traditional Filipino diet (TFD) guided by nutrition 
and environmental science. 

The  overall  2022  agri-fishery  sector  transformation  process  and  progress  are  attributed  to  the multi-sector 
participation  among  national  government  agencies, local  government  units, and  private  and non-government 
stakeholders.

Executive Summary
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    hallenged to retain its title as the Top Corn Producer in the Top Corn Producer in the 
PhilippinesPhilippines, Region 02 had a total corn production of 1,960,108.6 MT in 
CY 2022. The production was increased by 68,938.9 MT or 3.65% from the 
1,891,169.70 MT CY 2021 production estimates. The increased production
came from the expansion area in the region.

Established 15 
hectares on-station 
certified open-pol-
linated varieties 
(OPV) white flint and 
glutinous corn with a 
production of 30,000 
kg benefitting 1,715 
farmer-beneficiaries

Procured and 
distributed 5,362 
bags of GM hybrid 
yellow corn to 
5,362 farmer-
beneficiaries under 
the Corn Seeds 
Assistance Pro-
gram (roll-over 
scheme)

Established two 
(2) hectares  OPV 
yellow corn with 
a production of 
4,000 kg benefit-
ting 200 farm-
er-beneficiaries

Distributed 16,666 
bags of agricultural 
lime to 3,333 
farmer-beneficiaries

Procured and distributed 
1,055 bags of white corn 
seeds, 350 bags of OPV yel-
low corn seeds, and 10,672 
bags of GM hybrid yellow 
corn seeds for the rehabili-
tation of corn areas affected 
by Typhoon Florita

Distributed 
3,765,000 seeds 
of quality planting 
materials to 314 
farmer-beneficiaries

Procured 2,381 liters 
of insecticide to mitigate 
and control fall army-
worm (FAW)
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Machinery FCA Recipient Address

Four-Wheel Drive Tractor Sto. Domingo  Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Esperanza Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Amianan Farmers Entrepreneurs Agriculture Cooperative

Poblacion, Baggao, Cagayan
Esperanza East, Aurora, Isabela
Sta. Victoria, City of Ilagan, Isabela

Combine Harvester with 
Baler

Sto. Domingo  Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Carupian Tulung Tulong Amin A Pagsayaatan ti Mannalon Inc.
Esperanza Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Amianan Farmers Entrepreneurs Agriculture Cooperative
Asosasyon ng mga Ama-Syudad Agriculture ng Ilagan
ABRASA  Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Diffun Saranay Development Cooperative

Poblacion, Baggao, Cagayan
Carupian, Baggao, Cagayan
Esperanza East, Aurora, Isabela
Sta. Victoria, City of Ilagan, Isabela
San Vicente, City of Ilagan, Isabela
Andres Bonifacio, Diffun, Quirino
Andres Bonifacio, Diffun, Quirino

Cassava Chipper

Binalan Rural Development Association
San Lorenzo Farmers Coop Association
Blue Circle Grains Trading Agricultural Cooperative
San Mariano Diversified Cooperative
Banuar Upland Farmers Association

Binalan, Aparri, Cagayan
San Lorenzo, Buguey, Cagayan
Aromin, Echague, Isabela
Alibadabad, San Mariano, Isabela
Banuar, Cabarroguis, Quirino

Multi-Crop Drying Pave-
ment

Asosasyon ng mga Ama-Syudad ng Ilagan
Blue Circle Grains Agri-Coop
Magapuy Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Sto Domingo Multi-Purpose Cooperative
San Lorenzo Farmers’ Cooperative Association
Diffun Saranay Development Cooperative

Pasa, City of Ilagan, Isabela
Aromin, Echague, Isabela
Magapuy, Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya 
Masical, Baggao, Cagayan
San Lorenzo, Buguey, Cagayan
Saranay, Diffun, Quirino

Feed Mill Esperanza Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Poblacion, Villa Norte-Lusod Farmers’ Association

Esperanza East, Aurora, Isabela
Poblacion Norte, Maddela, Quirino

Feed Mixer Esperanza Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Poblacion, Villa Norte-Lusod Farmers’ Association

Esperanza East, Aurora, Isabela
Poblacion Norte, Maddela, Quirino
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The Technology Demonstration Projects were implemented as follows:

PROJECT TITLE LOCATION/SITE

Management of Integrated Organic Farm Techno-Demo Nueva Vizcaya Experiment Station, Bagabag, Nueva 
Vizcaya

Integrated Organic Agriculture Production System Demonstration 
Project Isabela Experiment Station, Gamu, Isabela

Management  of  integrated Organic  Technology Demonstration Northern Cagayan Experiment Station, Abulug, Cagayan

Organic Crop-Livestock Integrated Demo Farm Northern Cagayan Experiment Station, Abulug, Cagayan

Technology Demonstration  on  Mushroom-Vegetable  Production  cum 
Vermicomposting Technology in Support to Biomass Utilization Southern Cagayan Research Center, Iguig, Cagayan

Technology Enhancement for Organic Production of  Various  
Commodities under Batanes Condition

Batanes Experiment Station, Basco, Batanes

Technology Demonstration Showcase on Organic Bio-Intensive 
Gardening and Poultry Production Cagayan Valley Research Center, City  of  Ilagan, Isabela

Management of on Station Integrated Organic Duck cum Corn Production  DA SCRC Annex, Solana, Cagayan
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Crop

Area 
monitored & 

validated
(ha)

Insect pests and diseases monitored Remarks

Corn 14,922 Fall Armyworm, Rodents, Aphids, Corn Smut, Stalk Rot 14,922 ha 
treated

Rice 13,217
Brown Plant Hopper (BPH), Leaf Folder, Stemborer, Whorl 
Maggot, Rice Bug, Golden Apple Snail, Rice Black Bug, Ro-
dents, Rice Blast, Sheat and Neck Rot, Bacterial Leaf Streak, 
Bacterial Leaf , Blight, Brown Spot

13,217 ha 
treated

High Value 
Crops 171 Onion Armyworm, Onion Twister, Melon worm, Bean rust, Egg-

plant Fruit and Shoot Borer 171 ha treated
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Province/ 
Municipality

Commodities

Rice HVC White 
Corn Total

Cagayan 12 7 - 19

Isabela 10 60 70

Nueva Vizcaya 40 4 44

Quirino 9 1 10

Total 31 108 4 143

Name of Farm Location No. of Stickers Remarks
Grandeza  Integrated 
Farm Ballesteros, Cagayan 1000 Pineapple

Sangui Gold Farm San Guillermo, Isabela 1000 Dragon Fruit

Nipahoy’s Farm Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya 1000 Pepper

RMD Farm Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya 400 Pepper

Elison B. Pedro Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya 200 Citrus

GAP Certified Farms
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Type of Facility
No. of Facility 

Registered
Renewal New

 Veterinary Clinic 4 4
 Poultry Breeder 8 2
 Layer Farm 2 3
 Broiler Farm 4 2
 Hog Farm 1 2
 Swine Stockyard - 1
 Pigeon Racing Facility - 1
 Duck Farm 1
 Hatchery 1

 Total 21 15
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PRDP has established Regional Project Coordinating Offices (RPCOs) in each DA regional office to 
closely coordinate with the Provincial/Municipal/City Local Government Units (P/M/CLGUs) and to 
ensure   the  full  performance  of  DA  Regional  Field  Offices (RFOs)  including  mobilization  of  
DA-attached agencies. 

The DA RPCO 02 is orchestrating the operationalization of the PRDP across the region through its 
four (4) main  components, namely: I Local and National Level Planning or I-PLAN, Infrastructure 
Development or I-BUILD, Enterprise Development or I-REAP, and Project Implementation Support or 
I- SUPPORT in collaboration with the Provincial/Municipal/City Local Government Units as the project 
lead implementers.
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Subproject Type Under OL Under AF1 Under 
AF2 Total

Farm to Market Road (FMR) 10 5 8 23
Farm to Market Road (FMR) with Bridge 3 - 1 4
Civil Works 7 1 - 8
Communal Irrigation System (CIS) 1 4 4 9
I-BUILD SPs 31 10 13 54
Start-up 6 1 7
Upgrading/Expansion 14 2 16
Restoration/Rehabilitation 37 37
I-REAP SPs 57 - 3 60

Overall Total 88 10 16 114

OL – original loan       AF – additional financing 1        AF2 – additional financing 2 As of December 31, 2022
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RPCO 2 RECEIVED 13 AWARDS DURING THE NORTH LUZON CLUSTER GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Awards/ Recognition/ Distinction Recipient

1. Region that initiated the conduct of a new Value Chain Analysis (VCA) for    
    Mushroom in the Cluster

I-PLAN Component
Cagayan Valley Region 

2. Region with the most number of ongoing I-REAP subprojects under AF-2 I-REAP Component
Cagayan Valley Region 

3. LGU with the highest performance rate of sustainable enterprise 
     subprojects in Cagayan Valley

I-REAP Component
LGU Cauayan City, Isabela

4. First region to physically complete I-BUILD Subprojects under OL and AF-1 I-BUILD Component
Cagayan Valley Region

5. Region with the highest number of Approved Infrastructure Subprojects 
    under AF-2

I-BUILD Component
Cagayan Valley Region

6. LGU with the highest AF-2 subproject disbursement rate (Contract Cost/  
    Disbursement)

MPMIU-Finance Unit
Ramon, Isabela

7. LGU with the most number of approved AF-2 subprojects MPMIU 
Ramon, Isabela

8. LGU with the highest AF-2 subproject physical accomplishment 
    rate (at 39%)

MPMIU 
Ramon, Isabela

9. LGU with the highest positive slippage of an AF-2 subproject (19% slippage) CPMIU
Santiago City

10. Best CLGU in the adoption and practice of Applied Geotagging Tools (AGT) 
       in the Cagayan Valley Region

CPMIU-GGU Unit
Santiago City

11. Region with the most number of conducted M&E activities in the cluster 
       (PG Profiling, RAEB, CMT)

M&E Unit
Cagayan Valley Region 

12. Region with the most number of completed procurement processes for 
       I-BUILD and I-REAP subprojects

Procurement Unit
Cagayan Valley Region 

13. Special Award for being one of the two accredited Climate Resilient 
       Agriculture Office (CRAO) Resource Speakers on Climate Resiliency and 
       Vulnerability (CRVA) in the North Luzon Cluster

I-PLAN Component
Mr. Jonazon Jeff T. Factora

 Planning Specialist, RPCO2 I-PLAN
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The  Department   of   Agriculture  Regional   Field  Office No. 02 (DA RFO 02)  successfully  
conducted its 2nd Surveillance Audit for ISO 9001:2015 Quality Management System (QMS) on 
November 15-16, 2022  thru  an off-site (virtual) methodology using the GoToMeeting platform, 
attaining zero (0) nonconformity, the  first  since  its  establishment  in  2017. The audit areas 
covered the two (2) Research Centers (SCRC and CVRC) and six (6) divisions/sections (PMED, 
FAD, Research, Regulatory, Integrated Laboratory Division and RAFIS), the  Top Management and 
Internal Quality Auditors at the Regional Office.

This  milestone  was  the  result  of  the  unwavering  support  and  commitment of the Top 
Management to QMS, perseverance of the different Implementing Units across the region in 
complying with the requirements of the standard, and continuous capacitation of Internal Quality 
Auditors, QMS Coordinators, Document Control Officers, and Records Custodians. 

The implementation of the QMS is spearheaded by the QMS Coordination Office, seated at the 
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Division (PMED), with Director Rose Mary G. Aquino as the 
Chairperson, Ms. Kay S. Olivas as the Vice-Chairperson, Ms. Bernadette T. Galoso as the Action 
Officer. 

Further, the  QMS  Coordination  Office  spearheaded   the  conduct  of  other  QMS   regular   
activities  such as  IQA  consultation  meetings,  updating  of  QMS manuals and templates, 
consultation  meeting  with  the  DCOs/RCs, internal  audit, management  reviews,  and capacity 
buildings/trainings. 
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Province INSPIRE Program Various DA Projects
Cagayan 20 32
Isabela 31 34
Nueva Vizcaya 2 5
Quirino 4 8
Batanes 1 -

Total 58 79

Geared towards the objectives of promoting people empowerment by strengthening people’s organiza-
tion, cooperatives, and non-governmental organizations and establishing mechanisms and processes 
for their  participation in government-decision making on the implementation of agriculture and fisher-
ies programs and projects, the Department of Agriculture Regional Field Office No. 02 assisted a total 
of 137 FCAs  in their accreditation to the Civil Society Organization.
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Gone are those days when farmers and residents of Solana and 
Amulung, Cagayan had to take the dusty and bumpy long ride 
just to reach downtown. 

Geared towards the goal of stimulating the economy and 
empowering rural communities, the World Bank through 
the Department of Agriculture - Philippine Rural Develop-
ment Project (DA-PRDP) and the Provincial Local Govern-
ment Unit of Cagayan (PLGU Cagayan) allotted an amount 
of Php198,000,000.00 for the construction and completion 
of the 20.25-kilometer Iraga-Bayabat Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR).

Velaria S. Maguddayao, the Village Chief of Pa-
cac-Paqueño, recalled her plight of travelling to Tuguega-
rao City for about 2.5 hours. 

Maguddayao, a farmer, also shared her difficulty of saving 
money for fare back then, due to the low buying price of 
her agricultural produce dictated by middlemen. 

The construction and rehabilitation of the Iraga-Bayabat 
FMR and bridges started on March 28, 2017. Two years 
later, on March 4, 2021, the Regional Operation and 
Maintenance Audit Team (ROMAT) of the DA Regional 
Field Office No. 02 conducted its second Operation and 
Maintenance Audit wherein the projects were rated “Fair”.

Today, the Iraga-Bayabat FMR provides access to 10,000 
hectare-agricultural land and 1,000-hectare residential 
area within its Road-Influence Area (RIA). The RIA covers 
27 barangays, namely, Iraga in Solana, Cagayan and Ab-
olo, Agguirit, Alitungtung, Annabuculan, Annafatan, Bac-
cuit, Balauini, Bauan, Bayabat, Calintaan, Caratacat, Cas-
ingsingan Norte, Casingsingan Sur, Cordova, Dafunganay, 
Goran, Logung, Masical, Nangalasawan, Nanuccauan, Pa-
cac-Grande, Pacac-Pequeño, Palacu, Palayag, Tana, and 
Unag in Amulung, Cagayan.

The barangay officials, residents, and farmer-beneficia-
ries expressed their joy and gratitude for their long-held 
sentiments were finally addressed. Through the FMR, sev-
eral farmers and locals managed to establish their small 
businesses. Evidently, the Iraga-Bayabat FMR is now be-
coming their road to rural development.

By: Mark Anthony Gallibu
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Situated  in the western part of Isabela province in Northeastern Philippines, Ramon, Isabela, the 
“Tilapia Capital of the Philippines”, an  agriculture-dependent town, is one among the typhoon-prone 
municipalities. 

In 2015, Typhoon  Lando  devastated  their vast rice area. A total of 2,990 hectares were partially dam-
aged  as  per record of the Municipal Agriculture Office. The officers of  Ramcor Farmers Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative (RFMPC), a proponent  group in barangay Planas, also conducted assessments which  
indicated that approximately 35% of rice crops was destroyed, and farmers incurred an average loss of 
Php10,696,875.00 in their farming business.

Aside from the climate risks and hazards, the lack of agricultural machineries, facilities, or equipment 
has been a perennial issue on their agricultural production. In response, to address climate change 
havoc  and  cost  reduction  on farming operations, the Department of Agriculture Philippine Rural 
Development Project (DA-PRDP) awarded a four-wheel drive tractor with attachments such as one (1) unit 
rotavator, one (1) unit cage roller, and one (1) unit trailer under the PRDP’s Small Livelihood Program (SLP).

Jacinta Apoy, RFMPC Manager, affirmed on how the given intervention uplifted their farming systems. 
Back then, each member spends a total of Php 5,000.00 per hectare for hand tractors. 

At present, the cooperative manages farm mechanization for its members and greatly contributes to 
the growing rice industry of Ramon. 

By: Mark Anthony Gallibu
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Gateway to the landlocked, mineral-rice Province of Quirino, the municipality of Diffun, with a landscape 
characterized  by  a mixture of relative flatlands and mountains, offers a taste of rural life. However, 
access to remote areas has been a deterrent to its development. 

Hence, to  allow  a  more convenient transportation and help boost the eco-tourism of the municipality, 
the   Department   of   Agriculture    Philippine   Rural   Development    Project   (DA PRDP)   recently  
awarded  the  now  completed  8.073-kilometer  Ricarte Sur-Magsaysay Farm-To-Market  Road  (FMR) 
valued  at  Php130,148,951.31  in   cost-sharing  terms  of  the World Bank, the Government of the 
Philippines, and the Local Government Unit of Diffun, Quirino. Said FMR is benefitting 729 households 
with a total population of 3,229 with 547 farmers within its Road Influence Area (RIA). 

The project-beneficiaries couldn’t help but look back of their struggles back then. Carolina Silvestre, a 
corn farmer, shared her challenges in accessing basic services such as food and health, and in hauling 
their agricultural produce to the market. She recalled, she had to go through the arduous terrains. 

Liza Eugenio, the Village Chief of Ricarte Sur, said that residents from the small community sometimes 
compromised  their  basic  needs  because  of  the  dire  situation. She even narrated how they use 
hammocks to transport patients to a nearby hospital. 

Doña Imelda Village Chief, Edna Plan, also recalled an experience when they brought a patient to the 
hospital using a hammock hung on a bamboo pole, carried by two men.

Corazon Agustin, a 60-year-old resident, shared her childhood memory when she carried 10 kilograms 
of unripe bananas to the market while crying in the middle of the rough roads. This reminds her on how 
she fought for life during those days. 

Ronelio Antonio, a corn farmer from Doña Imelda, also shared his struggle of walking for three hours or 
riding a carabao under the scorching heat just to bring his produce to the nearest market. 

While Melanie Sibayan, a coffee farmer from Doña Imelda, narrated her journey during her high school 
days. She had to walk through the mountainous area to reach her school.

Those stories of difficulties experienced by the residents now turned into stories of victories for their 
long-time dream of a better road finally came true.

As attested by the residents and farmers of various crops such as rice, corn, coffee, cassava, cacao, and 
high value crops, they are greatly benefitted by the quality road the DA PRDP has awarded to them. The 
intervention transformed their way of living.

Aside from the easier marketing of their produce, the villagers became more participative in community 
programs  or  development  activities  as the FMR  has  shortened  their  travel  time  going to their 
destinations.

Through the paved road, the villagers envision that a brighter future lies ahead of them.

By: Mark Anthony Gallibu
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